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Greetings, Fellow PVSrc-

Turning a corner or passirg a post that marks time's progress prompts reflections
on all that lills our time. Not secondary to such a par€de of reflections is the
acknowledgement for all the lfork that makes PVS what it is for everyone
participating. The only thing is to greatly thark all ofyou who create the
cotrtitrually signilicart active parts ofthis organization as it is-meetings, special
everts, TOOT preparatiotr and circulation, arranging and conductilg our
distinctive and outstanding ski trips and all the rest ofnew ard traditional activities.
Ofcourse, this iDcludes the scintillating and pleasant monthly m€eting hostessed by
CarclBridgers recently. Tha*k you all

It takes clever scheduling to get in a full season's skiing and still accommodate
needed personal tbings, like surgeries and medical care and i[come taxes as was
dotre by Mike Eatanaka, Jobn Pulos, Serge Triau, and Margaret Wyckoff. From
latest r€ports, all had successes.

Spring has sprung!
LeDt's all done!
Final four was fun!
Daylight time b.s begun,
Atrd PVSrs get one more hour ofsur!

Otre ofth€ great pleasures in this ollice was appointing Lu Beale and Jan Marx to
the Board in capacities matching their personal talent$, and reportedly they are
about to produce a piece ofwork from their talents to share witb all ofus, Now,
exercising the power ofappointment again, Glade Flake is asked to joitr tbe Board
whetr his VP term ends soon. With the concerns during the past year for legal
issues, Glade can give us the benelit ofhis skills relevant to these issues atrd he has
agreed to do so. Thatrks a lot. Clade. ar-) tl
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JF JL, {r?ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
April 16, 2002 - 7130 P.M,

Home of Charlotte and Jim Kline
1912 Gables Lane, vienna, vA

703-821-9284

Directions to the Kline home: From Beltway take Rte' 123 toward Tyson's
Corn"t, Tutn le{t on Horseshoe Drive which is a{ter the 4th tralfic light on
123. (The turn is just after MacDonald's on your left.) Go y2 around
Horseshoe and turn right on Gables Lane, The house is located on the
pipestem, but please park on Gables.

PVS ICE SKATERS will meet on Wednesday, Aprit 17 at

The Cabin John lce Rink from 11-1. Questions? Gall Bette Walker

Ar 202-333-0764

tsICfCLlNG GOIIR].'ET
Alexandria and South (and return)
Thusday, Apdl lE,2{D2 10:30 AM

Sia ing Poinc Sa ing Marim Frst south o{Nationat Aiport
via GW Parkway and just north of Alexani.lria. Exit sign:
Daingerfield Island,/Sailing Marina,iPotomack Landing.l On
entering the l\,Iaxir4 ve€r to the right lowad the overflow parking area- Signs are

posted limiting parkiry to 3 hours on weekdays. However, leader will dishibute permits allowiitg
parking ftom 10am3p1l. Route: Ride will proceed southvia bike path from Sailing Marina through
Old Town Alexandria and continue south on the Mt. Vemon Bike Path with both short and long
options. Lunch on rctum leg at the Fish Market in Old Town Alexandria. This ride is structured to
acconrnodate al1 levels.
Leader: Shirley Rettig (703) 836-0147 assisted by Mawin Hass (703) '151-473'1 . Note: starting
tfuie listed is for when we depart. Please ardve earlier to set up your bicycle, visit rest roonL etc.
Ifyou arrive late, just head south on the marked bike pathhoute toward Mt. Vemon-
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SPRING FLING - SI]NDAY APRIL 28TH

This evetrt will be at the Bethesda Marriott Hot€I. Those wishing to attend the event

need to send th€ir $40 check to Disabled Sports USA' 451 Ilungerford Dr' Suite 100,

Rockville, Md, 20850 by April 12th. Your check needs to be in two weeks befote the

event so they can mail you your banquet ticket and the list of things to be

auctioned.

The Spritrg Fling kicks off witb the silent auction at 5 p.m. featuring ski equipmetrt'
apparil, other merchandise, and some mini local and New England ski trips' Aller

dinner, there is the live auctio! which includes more than 20 trips to premier winter

and sunmer vacation destinations. In previous years, PVSers have been successful

bidders in the live auction to trips to S. America, Canaila, and the westein Ijnited

States. They have also been succ€ssful bidders on skis' clothing, and trips to New

England and Seven Springs, in the silent auction. All things are donated' and the
proceeds go to help people with physical disabilities participate in recreational
activities. Last years event raiseal just over $50,000.

After you have sent your $40 check 1o Disabled Sports USA, please call Cbarles
Euggins (301) 424-5725 so he can reserv€ a table or two fol PVSers.

il0mmmmmmmfllff][[mmmufl u

PVS GOES TO'MAMAMIA'

Saturday, May 4, 2:p.m. All PVS seats are sold and plaDs made for dinner at Les
Halles. Ifyou have questiotrs, call Margaret Wyckoff,301-589-5532.

[[[mImImmmmmil[mmmmm{l

HILLWOOD TOUR. i  AY 11. 2oO2

Tour the magnificent Hiltwood Museum and Gardens with PVS and lunch
afterwards at the Hiltwood Caf6. The tour is at 11:00 a.m. and lunch at
1:00 D.m.

Tickets for the tour are 58.00 for 65 and older and S10.00 for those under
65. Lunch is 511,43 including entr6e, coffee or tea, tax and tip. Entr6e
choices are Curried Chicken Satad, Tuna Salad Croissant, or Fruit and
Cheese Plate.

To reserye a space, send a check to l{arilyn Clark, at 8953 Falling Creek,
Annandate, VA 22003 for the cost of the tour and lunch (optional). Ptease
indicate your lunch choice and make check payable to r{arilyn Clark.
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May Midweek Atlantic Getaway update [Wed-Fri May
,t At Don and Kathy Dillon's and Betty Lawrence's

NOTE THfS DATE! May 22--For hiking
and Susan Brown. Event limited to 15.
May'

l5-r7,20021

Bethany Beach area houses
Sigrup/turther info by telepktne with the Dillons
at QU) 537-7878 [etr€;il: ddilton3g@mchsi Goml or with
Bet(y La,.'rence al (703) 72G8165
Lirnit: approximalely 26 and curently nearly full.
In eveflt limit is reached, PVS'ers €an still participate in a[ activities by

ararging own Iodging at ne-arby beach motels (not Iikely to be a problern midwe€k in Mav).

Curent plans rmder consideralion include:

/o9'Gol{/ternis DonD:I'bn- coordinator
\/ 

'Strolls/bicyclirg along beach boardwalks and aoastal area.

* Betty Byme and Marvirrl{ass -- coordinators

J|( 
'wednesday ditrDer at the Dillon's witb drinks,4lors d'oeuwes

/.lt before at B€tfy l-au/rerceb
OO\ 'Thursdav ditrner at Bethan! Beach alea reslaumot

' Friday iunch at Lewes waterftont putr/restauratrt;
Cost: llrot yet established (but essentially on bteaketen basis)

+++++**++*+
Space is still available for the....

This years iasting with multiple food courses willfocus on6ome wonderiul ltalian
Tuscan) wine and food, not to mention a great California Chardonnay and a superb
Chateauneuf de Pape. lt will conclude with Stilton, pears, and vintage Port.

Call Pat or Don to sign up at 540-972-9838. lf you have not been there, their Lakefront
home is 15 minutes west of Fredericksburg, about an hoursoulh of the Springfield
exchange. Cost for wine, food, and transportation (see below) is $75 per person.

To enjoy the wines and not worry about driving afterwards, take advantage ofthe
transportation provided in the price from the Hampton Inn (at Rt. 95 and state Rt. 3 to
the Cope's and back to the Inn. Make you own reservation at the HamFton Inn, 540-
371-0330. Directions to the Cope's will be provided in the May Toot.

&++*+++**++

dF\M
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and then lunch with Bi l l
Detai ls to fol low in



m'
Fis

@--

Page 5

You are invited to attend-

The annual spring dinner to be held on.Saturday, June 15 at the
Colonnade, 2801 New Mexico Ave', N.W., Washinglon, D'C.
at  7:00 P.M.

This elegant aflair is limited to 40 peoPle.

To make your reservation, call Marilyn Clark at 703'978-9435 or
Email the Clarks atclarkra@worldnet.att.net.

www. potomacvallevskiers.orq
Additions to the PVS Web site in March include some photos ftom the Chamonix
tdp submitted by John Smith. Additional photos from this and other PVS trips
welcomed for posting oi the Web Site especially those showing PVS'ers with
backgrounds indicative ofthe srmoundings. Send images as jpg file attachments
to the PVS emailbox whose address is info@potomacvalleyskiers.org

A ooem for ReE

Jim Stahler, a guest, composed a Poem (A Lament) for Reg H€itchue

alter he inlured his shoulder while skiing in Chamonix'

No matter the steepness whereYer there's snow
O'er mogul and glacier brave Regie would go'
Conquerlng the sloPes at Les Grands Montets
What happened to Regis he'd rather forget'
Regie was daring, Regie was bolder'
Regie fell down and seParated his shoulder'
So cry lamentations, let tears flow free'
For unhappy Regie, our dear comrade Regie'
The rest oi ihe week Regie's forbidden to ski'
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The Nominating Committee nominates the following for
2002 elections:

For President: Ned Flaherty

For Vice President Reg Heitchue

For two year terms on the Executive Committee:

David Abraham
Barbara Leonhardt
John smith

The Nominating Committee consisted of Marvin Hass,
Charlie Huggins, Sylvia Lukens, Dot Mills, David Lerner
and Bob Knopes, Chair,

Additlonal nominations may be made by the signe.l
propos6l of any five active members presented to the
membership at a business meeting at least one month
prior to the April meeting.

mmmmmrummlmmn[[[[mm[

Applicants who have fulfilled membership requirements and will be
voted on at the April meeting:

Rosemary Schswartzbard
Richard Schwartsbard Sponsored by the Dillons

Robert Schafer Sponsored by Jeannette Albersheim

Dottie Villers Sponsored by Jeannette Albersheim

David Warthen
Marsha Warthen Soonsored Barbara Leonhardt

Francesca Adams Sp onsored by Betty Byrne

Demetri Chacones Sponsored by Emmi Plowman

Sharon Mulholland Sponsored by Barbara Leonhardt
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Chamonix/Pragrue 2002

Chamonix is troly an extraordinary place. Not only is it a world class ski resort but it is
spectacularly beautiful. Nestl€d at the base of Mont Blanc, Europe's highest peak at 4810 meters,
it offers beautiful views of mountain peaks and glacier ice falls. We were able to enjoy this
beauty immediately upon our arrival as the bright sun ard warm temperatule beckoned us to
explore Chamonix.

Those faveling from Washington had an une\ enLfui nip. other thar Lhe raffic we encounrered as
our bus approached Chamonix. The Mont Blanc twmel that corulects the Chamonix valley with
Italy was reopening the day we axrived, having been closed for tkee years following a deadly
fir€. This event brought out many people, and demonshators protesting the opening oftbe tunnel
to aucks only added to the cong€stion.

The Morzine contingent (L€aderc Joan and Glade Flake, Suzanne Boisclair, Walt and
Amemarie Brermer, John Smith and Pat Tengel) were not as foftunate, having encomtered
problems with their resewations (or lack thereof) on Swissair. Their problems began at Dulles
and continued to the Geneva-Prague segment. Seems as ifthe Swissair computer that issued the
reseration hadn't talked to the cetrtral computer. The Morzine contingent was, however,
rewaxded with excellent skiing while there.

Despite the poorest snow cover in l5 years, skiing at Charnonix was very good and-wc had our
pick ofthe many areas easily accessible by bus ftom our hotel: LeTour provided us with many
blue and red runs, La Flegere and Le Brcvent with blacks, Les Grandes Montets with high
altitude glacier skiing, and Aiguille du Midi with a scary ridge descent and a 20 lon run to the
valley floor. Some ofthe PVS group including David Lemer, Jim Stahl€r, Bob Marx, Mary
Ward, ard Reg Heitchue were assisted by guide Philippe Henry on some ofthe more challenging
plstes.

Thursday everfng featuied a lovely dinner and dancing for the entire BRSC group of 125. The
PVS contingetrt put on a very strcng showing on the dance floor with solid performances by
Gene and Wilma Sharer, Jim Stahler, Dottie Villers, Walt and Amernarie Bremer, Kerry and
Marianne Hines, and Maria and Dewey Coggins.

Those going to Coucheval wrth the McKiDIey's included Shirley Rettig, Marilyn Olen, Sylvia
and Wally Lukens.

Notable and quotable---
**Suzanne Boisclair had a nasty fall at Morzine that kept her offthe slopes at Chamonlx.
**Reg Heitchue dislocated his shoulder at the top ofles Gmnds Montets. He was well carcd for
by guide Phillipe but unable to ski after day two.
**Gene and Wilma opened their room to the group for aprds ski festivities which all appreciated.
**Charles Boykin's knee behaved admirably well after a two year ski hiatus occasioned by an
earlier irjury.
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**Emmi Plowman thought Swissair lost her skis when they didn,t come out with everyone
else's. Tums out they were lost in the Swissair baggage room.
**Maril1n Olen celebrated a big (iust'how big is classified) birthday in Chamonix by going out
on the town.
**Nat Seeman was very observant of our dimer menu at lhe Alpina. He noted that Wednesday,s
menu included "scallops Nuts".
**Sylvia Lukens almost teated Sw.issafu to a bottle ofduty-ftee scotch.

Note to Betty Lawrence and John Pulos--- We missed you both and regrct you were not able to
join us.

Prague

As we flew liom Zurich to Pmgue we could see the weather change. Clouds were the norm for
the two days we spent in Prague. The pVS'ers werc delighted to see Elvis had beeD resuaected
at the Prague airport. The PVS contingent was joined there by a large number of other BRSC,e$,
about 65 in all. Our hotel, the Don Giovani, was excellent. While not centrally located, it was an
easy ride on the subway. The subway operates on the honot system but enforces this with
raldom ticket checks and the imposition of fines for those who violate the honor syslem_

Prague is an incredible city with a g1eat deal to see. We were fortlmate to have had two
outstallding guides ananged for us by the trip providel, Cental Holidays. Other highlights ofour
Prague experience were the excellent rcstaura.nts and the evening concerts.

Our leaders for this wonderful trip wet€ Jim Slack and Mary Ward. We owe them a debt of
gatitude for having pulled offa very complicated, yet very successful trip under challenging
circumstarces. Jim and Mary, we appreciate your hard work and diligent efforts 

Reg Heitchue

OOOOOOOOOOOQOOOOQOOOOCIOOOOOOOOOOOAO

===PAST EVENTS===

No snow this time-just raint

What a brave hostess Carol Bridgers is! The last time she had a pVS meetins
(twas January) there was such a snowfall that few pvsers were abte to
venture out. Who would think she would volunteer again? But she did_and
this time had a rainy night. 33 pvsers and applicants;ade it this time, and
were greeted with a hot appetizer (chipped beef, cream cheese, sour
cream?) that all raved about. Of course there was more_sandwich wraps
were pronounced delicious-and thtre was rare trifle for one dessert!

The business session was fairly short, so there was plenty of time for talking
and sharing stories-and eating, of course.

There were detighted comments on how convenient Carol's home is.
lf we arrange beautiful weather, wilt you do this again in the future, Carol?
Anyway, many thanks for this time.
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As you read this, the Knee
is completing our French-
Greek skitrip, ud unable

to prepare a timely cohrmn, Herewith is a rerun of
a special Knee on the history ofPVS, vrritter for
our Silver Ankneeversary id November, 1990. It
is important for you to know t}rg true story-..

I've been *on&ring-why me we called
Potomac yalley SLiers? Have yan ewr skisd thp
Potomac ltalley? I haver't.

I'm not ewn certsin there is q Potomoc
Valley. Caid it be neo Rady Vallee? There is a
group oJruwers runed Potonac l/qlle! Seniors,
They're all over 40. Over 40!! Also, thete is d
Potonac Valley Bank lt's narherc near 40. And
,hen there is tts--we qre naa' 25. Twe,t y frye
ye@s oJ skiing tl@ nonexistent Potomac Valley-
Andwe are all (wel over 40.

Our none slntld say something dbou, us,
but ours &)esn't We coud be Washingtu DC dnd
Envilons Skiets..:fuspite d uretched aqonlm.

Butlrho cereswhere ve oe Jrom? We are
e uhneeEe (oops!) gtoup of individ als, qnd our
n n e shoud reflect o.tr sinCulafily. I\e given the
motref considerable thouglrt orul analysis (a full
90 seconds) and decided thst since we qre a
group of caring, sharing, Iong-time skiers, we
slanld cla rge our ranne to Knowledgeable, Nice,
Ex.iting, Expert Slders.

L is long, but it has a lwely ring--.ond a
trliy s,upel dcrorrtt. fry ft out.

Whot I'm leading up to is to prwide yot,
fo the fN nne, tle trae story of ou ,wne. This
lask took months ofwork otdfling of "Freedon

of InJotmation" querys. B tntwitcanbetold
So sit dawn in a comfortable chqir od reqd orl..

Once upon a time (as ,hese stories go) .r
group ofJriends regularly gol logether in Miotti
to watet ski. They skied every weekend, summer
and vinter Oecause summef qnd vinter are nol
all that diflerent on Biscoyne Bay). They aho
made semianmtal Jorays to the Caribbe@, Jor a

fullweek, never more, qever less, oJwaterskiing.
After yeafs of this routine, sotne were

getling bored and wsn ed sornething different.
They optcd Jor two conseqiive sH weeks in
Ewope--a radicol change. Mony lhotrghl it q
dumb ideq, btrt the gfary percisred.

Cottsiderable workvqs done to as&tre a
cost eflective tip. Tlre flev Ar lndiq duling the
cheopest time-the lasl ttrlo veeks in Jquar!.

On qtival in a very cold Europe, their
Geme, hanwq.t ircTe&tbut "I/ATER SKING?"
yo{ conl go wtel skiing in v*tter! Il's too cow
Iou vill Jreeze. Oh, yo poor rater skiers.

Ha?rs s'uggesled the! might want to try
srr.rw skiing bec!&se irvas, $er all, Jrozen water.

K eedess to sty, the Pdn yater Skiers, as
they catre to cqll the selves, tried snaw skiing--
and they loved it. But therc v@s d major problem,
Haw could they go back to Miqni @d fqce their
peers? TIey v<mld be viwed by their dttrackis
lvho would ne|er let them forge, they werc s)
shtpid 4s tolorget ,hot in some parls of the wot4
there is a season calledwinteLd rirtg vhichlou
cqnnot water ski,

One member ol PYg, to nthich, ott of
embqftqssment, Pool l/qter Skers lud been
shortened (rest assllred thal none eter wqnted to
he@ Ptnr Ualer Skier qgqin), hd sn i&a Ihey
could motv, en mas4 to rhe far north, &op |qter
shing, and become rcqI snow skiers,

Someone hqd heod of the mythical
Potomac Yalley, near Washington DC, Tlut far
north, tlwy anld sk &10 months a yeor, keep the
PW initials dd becon e Potomac Valley Skiers,

To avoid their less thet @qicious past,
the new PWers createfdn elqborate ,vse abalt
their beginning-being str@dad on an SCWDC
sh chafier, Ihey sworc to secrecy all of rhe
ofiginal, wqter skiing, Pl/gerc {designoted by tlp
code Charter Members). Eencelorth, they y,lould
totblb den! 'Voter Skiing."

No natler wlul yoa mqJ hear qbout the
history of PYS yvu ctttt prow the wracitt olmy
story. Just ask any Charter Member qbout Poor
Vater Skiels- Hewill denyit. QED!
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CALENDAR

Apr. 16 ... Annual Business Meeting at the Klines', p. 2
Apr, 17 ... PVS Ice Skaters, p.2
Apr. 18 ... Bicycling Gourmet, p.2
Apr. 23 ... ExCom
Apr. 28 ... Spring Fling, p.3
May 4 .., Pv6.goes to "Marqa Mia", p. 3
May ll ... qiuwood Tour, p. 3
May 15 ... thru 17, Atbntic Getaway, p. 4
May 18... Annuql rf l ire Tasting at the Copes', p.4
May 21 ... Monthb meeting at the LeoDhardts'
Nlay 22 ,,, Eik€ atrd r-utrch with the Brown!', p 4
May 2E ... Excom ti the Heitchues'
Jrne 15 ,.. Annuar Spritrg DinDeI, p,5
Jrrne 18,.. Monthly meeting at home ofRay and Judy Jones

Bett€ Walker
#806
2801 New Mexico Ave., N.W,
lvashington, D. C.


