
 

 

 
 

Dear Fellow PVSers; 
 
Reg wants all PVSers to be aware that, because of the efforts of several people working 
together, the treasury shows money is being saved by sending Toot electronically.  This has 
been a gradual process for the senders, learning how to do it effectively, and for you sendees, 
learning about the capabilities of you and your computers.  Since it has been more than a year 
since we attempted this, we are going to send the March Toot electronically to all PVSers who 
have e-mail using the format you have specified (if you have done that) and as a PDF file for 
those who have not yet chosen this new approach.  You need have no fear:  we also will send 
a hard copy to those of you who have been receiving it that way all along.  We ask for your 
response if you are new to this process and want to receive the e-mailed version again; just 
contact the Marxes at jebbmarx@aol.com.  (If you already get the e-mailed version and are 
happy with what you get, you needn’t do anything.) 
                                                                                             
 
 

  

   
                On the Ides of March 

Tuesday, March 15th at 7:30 PM 
 

At the Home of 
         Fred and Barbara Leonhardt’s 
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Carolyn Maurer: carolyn.maurer@verizon.net  
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A pair of eyeglasses, black frames, was left at Marilyn and Dick Clark’s house at the February meeting.   

Please call her if they may be yours.    703-978-9435. 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
                              2005   PVS   NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
 
Nominating Committee Members: 
 
Serge Triau (chair person),  Mike Hatanaka,  Bob Knopes,  Ruth Powers, June Read-Martin, and Mary Ward. 
 

The nominating committee is presenting the following slate of candidates for 2005, to be voted on at the PVS 
membership meeting on Tuesday, April 19, 2005. 

 
             President =  David Abraham 
             Vice President = Mike Strand 
             Ex Com =   Charlotte Eddy 

Burr Schuler 
Dick Schwartzbard 
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EXCOM: 
President – Reg Heitchue 
Vice President – David Abraham 
Secretary- Dottie Villers 
Treasurer – Ray Jones 
Membership- Wilma Sharer 
Program Cmte Chair – 

David Abraham 
Events – Ray McKinley 
Mid-week Events: Dave DeVilbiss 
 
 
 

 
 
Theater Czar – Margaret Wyckoff 
40th Anniversary Chair – Rachel Abraham 
Ski Trip Cmte Chair – Bob Marx 
TOOT Editor – Jan Marx 
TOOT Proofreader – Bob Marx 
TOOT Mailer – Marilyn Clark 
Meeting Records – Sara Huggins 
Historian – Jan Marx 
Webmaster - Marvin Hass 
 
 
 

 
 
First Term: 
Marilyn Clark 
Dave DeVilbiss 
Mike Strand 
 
Second Term: 
John Brunelli 
Ray McKinley 
Dottie Villers
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BICYCLING GOURMET 
Glen Echo to Georgetown 

Thursday, March 24, 2005       10:30 AM 
Starting Point: Glen Echo/Clara Barton Parking Lot. 

 

Route:   Seventeen mile round trip primarily along bike paths from Glen Echo to Georgetown (and optional miles 
beyond) and return.  Route employs sections of the MacArthur Blvd. bike path, the C&O Canal towpath, and the 
Capital Crescent Trail. 
Lunch in Georgetown at establishment to be announced on the ride. 
Directions to Starting Point:  Proceed to Glen Echo/Clara Barton Parking Lot.  Closest major intersection:  
MacArthur Boulevard and Goldsboro Road. 
Weather:  Check with leaders in event of uncertain weather conditions. 
Leaders:   Marvin Hass (703) 751-4737 and Betty Byrne (202) 483-4048 
Note: Starting time listed above is when cyclists actually depart; please arrive earlier to allow sufficient time to set 
up your equipment.  Rest room available at Glen Echo. 
Next ride:   Thursday, April 21, 2005 --  Mt. Vernon Bike Path  (Shirley Rettig--leader) 
 

 

 
June 4-5, 2005 are the dates for a PVS carpool trip to The Brandywine 
Valley where we will tour beautiful Longwood Gardens, dine at  Simon 
Pearce restaurant, stay at Mendenhall Inn (breakfast included), and 
tour The Hagley Museum before returning home. 
 
Cost will be $200-250 per person depending on available group rates.  
Deduct $40 per person for double occupancy.  Price includes lodging, 
dinner and admission to Longwood Gardens and The Hagley Museum. 
 
Make your reservation by sending a check for $100 per person to 
Marilyn Clark, 8953 Falling Creek, Annandale, VA  22003 no later  
than May 5.  For additional information, call Marilyn at 703-978-9435 
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Saturday, November 5, 2005 
at The Bolger Center 

in Potomac, Md. 
 

The committee is planning a “Happy Hour” and Dinner, 
      Along with some History, Entertainment and Reminisces. 

 

The Bolger Center has hotel rooms available for those who do not wish to drive home that night. 
 

�

Please mark this date on your calendar. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Sleigh tour of Monastery grounds 
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Krabloonik Kennels – dog sled rides, kennel tour 
& Lunch! 
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Following lunch at Beaver Creek 

Gene and Wilma 
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SUN PEAKS--WE HAD A BALL 
By 

Rosemary Schwartzbard 
 
Long cruisers, steeps, bumps, powder, glades, Sun Peaks had an incredible variety of slopes.  We had 
fresh powder for the first two days and then the sun came out for the rest of the week.  It was truly Sun 
Peaks.  Learning our way around the three mountains was made easy.  Our guided mountain tour on the 
first morning was led by Nancy Greene, her husband, Al Raine, and another guide.  Then there were Sun 
Guides who would take you wherever you wanted to go and, best of all, we had our own PVS Laeser-guided tours that left 
each morning at 9:00 am.  Dick Laeser also guided us to the North Pole with an excellent video of his recent adventure there. 
 

Dinners and apres-ski were outstanding.  Jim Bryan, a college friend 
of Bob and Jan Marx, joined us for a couple days and brought apples, 
home made wine, and vodka marinated cherries.  Even Nancy Greene 
joined our apres-ski awards party and took great delight in it.  The 
dinners were all good but most memorable was the Fondue at mid-
mountain.  We were taken up by chairlift and then had to ski down at 
night following a guide with a torch.  It was awesome being on the 
mountain at night under a beautiful sky, but it also was disorienting 
skiing without being able to see the terrain.  Byoung missed a turn and 
ended up in the trees.  She was rescued by David Payne.  Karen 
Knopes got bumped from the snowmobile she was on to 
accommodate Byoung who was shaken up but not badly hurt.  Karen 
then had to walk down the slope with no guide. 

Ladies Day was a big hit.  Eleven PVS ladies signed up for a two-hour 
lesson followed lunch.  Everyone agreed they learned new skills.  
Sally Finan and Rosemary Schwartzbard took the bump lesson and 
managed to safely get down Head Wall and Intimidator! While the 
ladies were at ski school, the guys bonded by racing down the 
mountains as fast as they could. 
 
Jessma got the “I skied the pants off Nancy Greene” award.  After a 
wardrobe malfunction, Nancy loaned Jessma ski pants.  After not 
skiing last year, Betty Lawrence was in great form ending her week by 
going down the black run, Sting.  Polly Brunelli “powdered her nose” 
on West bowl.  Eloise liked racing around the trees on Mount 
Morrisey.  Susan Payne got the best Valentine gift ever – Burnin Luv 
skis with flowers painted on them.  Mike Strand explored the mountain by dog sled, groomer and snowmobile.  The dog sled 
was the winner even though he was dumped twice.  Dick Schwartzbard and Kirk Burns also groomed the slopes 

 
What really distinguished this trip from others was having the opportunity to 
ski with and talk to Nancy Greene and her husband, Al.  Nancy met us at the 
airport and was at the door to say goodbye when we left the hotel.  Nancy 
was on the mountain most days and groups could ski with her.  They were 
both extremely hospitable and really reached out to the group.  How often do 
you get to ski and hang out with an Olympic skier? 
 
Our only difficulty was leaving Kamloops.  It took two hours to go through 
security in this tiny airport.  They were checking everything!  Three of the 
most dangerous looking women in the group (Nancy McKinley, Cherie 
Stallman and Rosemary Schwartzbard) were selected for a full body and bag 
search.  While we did not get to our hotel in Seattle until 8:00 pm, that did 
not deter many from enjoying some of the fine restaurants in town.  Overall, 
the trip was truly outstanding.   

 
 

Thank you Ray and Nancy for finding this hidden gem.  I would recommend it to anyone.  
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<><>Scott Smith of DC Ski, an online ski information site, purchased PVS member, Ron Fett's archived article from 
the Washington Post and used that to help create a new entry for the Lost Ski Areas page. http://www.dcski.com  
This is Smith’s article in part: 
 

Mid-Atlantic Lost Ski Areas: 
Mattaponi 

Croom, Maryland 
 

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW  Want to go downhill skiing less than 30 minutes from the heart of DC? Well, you 
can’t — not anymore, at least. But in the 60’s, you could, at the Mattaponi Ski Area near Croom, Maryland. DC 
Ski Reader Marvin Hass uncovered this lost ski area, and pointed us to an article written in the Washington 
Post by Ron Fett in 1967 providing some details about the area. 
 
Mattaponi had two tractor-powered rope tows that were 800 and 400 feet in length.  According to Ron’s article, 
the area had “broad, gentle slopes” and billed itself as “The Place to Start,” targeting beginners.  It had 
floodlights for night skiing, and used snowguns to make snow. During the summer of 1967, the ski area built a 
new warming hut, and dug out a small skating rink at the top of the slopes.  The owner-developer was Elwood 
Sager, who learned to ski as an undergraduate in Hanover, NH.  The main house at Mattaponi was built in 
1745 and owned by Robert Bowie, an early Maryland Governor. 
 
During the summer, Mattaponi offered activities such as fishing, boating, horseback riding and tennis. During 
1967, a nine-hole golf course was under construction. Ron also notes that several sky diving groups used a 
landing strip on the property.       (The Start of the “year round 
resort??  Editor, Jan.) 

 
OTHER LOST AREAS  details on the website. 
In Maryland:  Braddock Heights Ski Area, Oregon Ridge, Possible Area Near Deep Creek Lake, Ski College 
Mountain. 
In Virginia:  Afton Alps, Cascade Mountain Resort, Mountain Run, Rappahannock Ski Area, Seven Devils, 
Shawnee Land, Ski Cherokee. 
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We are two/thirds of the     
way through the ski 

season.             
Lots  more  time for  us to  

revel in our favorite sport.  So we should all get 
out there and enjoy it. 

Do you know what ski season is?  Cool. 

Welcome Back!  Tom Aguilar had not 
skied for ten years, as he took care of his aging 
mother.  She passed away last year. This winter 
Tom is back to his favorite sport and hasn’t 
forgotten a thing.  He’s skiing like a banshee! 

PVS has been going through some belt 
tightening efforts to avoid raising dues. Before a 
final analysis, Treasurer Ray Jones believes that 
we have saved enough to avoid a dues 
increase. The big savings: Back to snack food at 
our meetings, and having TOOT sent via e-mail 
rather than having printing and mailing costs. 
Ray says you can help by getting TOOT via e-
mail.  Tell Jan Marx if you would like to switch to 
the colorful, electronic TOOT. 

The night before leaving for the Sun 
Peaks ski trip, John and Polli Brunelli attended a 
4+ hour performance of Wagner’s Tristan and 
Isolde.  They were at the airport by 7:00 am the 
following morn.  Yawn! 

Speaking of operas, PVS’s President 
elect, David and Rachel Abraham are headed to 
Austria’s Arlberg Mountains to ski. However, on 
the evening of their arrival they will attend the 
Zurich opera jet lag and all.  Yawn 2!  The Knee 
guesses that opera does that to you. 

Didn't that last paragraph have a great 
segue?  Several have recently asked the Knee, 
“What's a segue?”  It weighs about a pound. 

Catching up on back issues of ski 
magazines: A cute ad for Fischer Skis in most of 
the ski magazines a few months back: 

"2% of Americans have sex twice a day. 

2% of Americans have IQ's over 145. 

2% of Americans ski on Fischer skis. 

Coincidence?" 

It's a tad late for this Valentines Day.  But 
next year ask new Williamsburg resident 
Charlotte Kline to make you a paper heart out of 
a dollar bill. What a widely useful skill! 

Recently, Ski Liberty, whoops that’s now 
called magnificent, 1100 foot Mount Liberty, 
received some really heavy snow.  How heavy 
was it?  It was so heavy that Liberty had to close 
the glacier because of the avalanche danger. 
You can ask Ski Liberty patrollers Jim Wingrove 
and Bob McNeill.  Both were part of the group 
that had to roll down the glacier head over heels 
to eliminate the threat.  They did, so the 
avalanche danger is past and the world is 
saved.  This is completely true. The Knee would 
never, ever fib about Liberty. 

Skiing isn’t fast enough. After returning 
from Sun Peaks Dave Phillips and Sue Lyon 
headed to Daytona Beach for motorcycle racing 

During a group ski lesson, Rosemary 
Schwartzbard took off down the hill before the 
Instructor.  Hubby Dick chuckled commenting, 
“You only have to see this for 2 hours, I have it 
for a lifetime!” 

 Also at Sun Peaks, non-skier Mike 
Strand tried dog sledding. As the dogs surged, 
Mike was thrown from the sled. Perhaps the 
dogs were rushing back because they got a 
considerably “huskier” offer?  Arf, Arf! 

 Speaking of dogs (If I do say so, another 
brilliant, one pound segue), Janet and Bob Marx 
will pet sit Lu Beale’s dog, Josie.  This is whilst  
Josie’s current mistress, Mary Beale is off to Vail 
for her first Western ski trip—with Barb and Fred 
Leonhardt.  Nothing pet-ty about that. 

Here's a truly classical story.  Earlier in 
his life, Jim Slack played Beethoven's Emperor's 
Concerto on the piano from memorknee. 

According to a nameless PVS wag, the 
Indian word for lousy hunter is “vegetarian.” 

The same person, who requested anno-
knee-mity also said Bush wanted to name 
Clinton to be ambassador to Temptation Island.  
And “they” call it PMS because Mad Cow 
Disease was already taken! 

As they say in France, je suis finknee. 
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Change of postal or email 
address: 
Call Wilma at (301) 975-9411 
 or send email message to 
 wilma@sharerassociates.com 
 

 If you want to start receiving Toot 
electronically, please let me know. 
Thanks,     Jan  =  jebbmarx@aol.com. 
 

POTOMAC VALLEY SKIERS    Website ~~~~~~~ www.potomacvalleyskiers.org 
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