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________________________________________________________________________________________ 

President’s Message 

When I first joined PVS many years ago, the Club ran at least one other trip 

besides Snowmass.  In fact, Bob and I were the trip leaders for several trips to 

Steamboat and Park City, and an ill-fated trip to Mt. Bachelor, where it rained all 

week (the locals said it had never happened before).  We simply do not have the mass 

of skiers or the interest anymore to offer more than our Snowmass trip.  Fortunately, 

that trip is still very well attended and ably led by our excellent trip leaders, Kathy 

and Barry Lake. 

 If you are looking for another ski trip this season, don’t forget that PVS can go on 

any of the ski trips run by one of the ski clubs in the Blue Ridge Ski Council (BRSC), 

of which PVS is a member, as well as the ski trips run by the BRSC (by signing up 

with a member club).  The BRSC is an organization of member ski clubs throughout 

the Mid-Atlantic region, and among other clubs, includes the Ski Club of Washington D.C., the Baltimore Ski 

Club, the Columbia Ski Club, the Frederick Ski Club, the Fredericksburg Ski Club, the Pentagon Ski Club, and 

the Richmond Ski Club.  Each year, the BRSC contracts with a ski travel agent for two or three trips (BRSC trips), 

and a trip leader from each club that wishes to participate takes care of the club-specific details.  Over the years, 

PVS members have participated, with our own trip leaders, in the BRSC trips and have met many members of 

the other ski clubs. 

 To access information about these trips, go to the BRSC website (https://www.ski-council.com), and click 

on the link “Sanctioned Trips.”  There you will first find the list of the three BRSC trips this season, followed by 

a listing of the other ski trips run by the member clubs, with information on the price, covered items, and 

availability.  Wherever you want to go, one of the BRSC clubs may well be running a trip. 

 This year, the BRSC trips include Lake Tahoe from February 3 – 10, Kitzbühel, Austria from March 15 – 

23, and Sunday River, Maine from March 3 – 8.  If there is availability, you can sign up with one of the clubs 

going on these trips.  There are a multitude of other trips run by the BRSC-member ski clubs.  
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For example, the Ski and Sports Club of Washington DC (also known as the Ski Club of Washington) is running 

a trip to Taos from March 2 – 9.  The cost is $2775, which includes airfare from DCA (it’s early at 6:55 am), 

ground transportation, seven nights lodging at the Inn at  Snakedance (in two-bedroom units), a very nice hotel 

right at the base of the mountain, one group dinner, and six days of lessons (3 hours/day).  Lift tickets are not 

included in the price.  Taos is an iconic area 26 miles from the town of Taos with many very challenging slopes 

but also terrain for intermediate skiers.  Bob and I have participated in their ski instruction week many times and 

highly recommend their program.  Basically, you have a lesson every morning and then free time in the afternoon 

to ski on your own.  There is still availability for this trip. 

 The Ski Club of Washington is also offering a January 20 -27 trip to Park City for $2335, including seven 

nights at the YotelPAD Park City (located at the base of the Canyons), airfare from DCA, ground transportation 

to Park city, a welcome reception, and shuttle service to Park City and Deer Valley.  Lift tickets are not included.  

Other January Ski Club of Washington trips are to Jackson Hole, Whitefish, and Snowbird; their February trips 

include Beaver Creek, Mt. Bachelor, and Mammoth Mountain.  In March, they are going to Big Sky and Aspen. 

 

 Other clubs have trips listed for a wide range of ski resorts, both domestic and foreign, including Telluride, 

Whistler, Revelstoke (Canada), Mt. Tremblant (Canada), Panorama (Canada), Keystone, Fernie (Canada), 

Schweitzer (Idaho), Zermatt (Switzerland), Ogden (Utah), Snowbird, Cervinia (Italy), and Winter Park.  Of 

course, space is limited on many of these trips.  If you are looking for a late season trip, the Frederick Ski Club is 

offering an April 6 – 13 trip to Mt. Bachelor for $2189.  Included are airfare, ground transportation to Bend, seven 

nights lodging at the Double Tree in Bend, daily breakfast and a 5-day lift ticket.  You never know – it might not 

rain. 

 The bottom line is that if you are looking for a pre-arranged trip, where you are likely to be able to find a 

group of people at your level with whom to ski and enjoy apres-ski activities, consider the large variety of trips 

offered by the BRSC member clubs. 

Cara Jablon 

 
🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃 

 
OCTOBER PVS MEETING 

Sunday, October 8, 2023 at 1:00pm 

At the Home of Kal and Nur Nossuli 

 

Our next member meeting of Potomac Valley Skiers will be hosted by Kal and Nur Nossuli at their lovely home 

in Potomac, Maryland.  You may remember the great hospitality shown by them to our member Peter Russell on 

his 100th birthday a few years ago. 

 

Directions to 8509 Warde Terrace, Potomac, MD (301-437-9619): 

 

Directions from VA:  From the beltway, I-495 N, take the River Road exit towards Potomac (west).  Continue 

on River Road for about three miles and then take a RIGHT on Bradley Boulevard.  At the next light, turn LEFT 

on Kentsdale Drive. At the sixth street, turn RIGHT on Warde Terrace.  8509 is the sixth house on the left. 

 

From Chevy Chase or Bethesda:  Follow the directions above from River Road or take Bradley Boulevard 

West, turn RIGHT on Kentsdale Drive, and follow directions above.   

 

The hosts will provide food and beverages; members will be asked to pay $3.00 each at the door. 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  To ensure adequate refreshments, it’s important for you to let us know if you are going to 

attend.  Please let Marianne Soponis know (Marianne.soponis@gmail.com   or 202-363-5250) that you will be 

there – by September 30, please! 

mailto:Marianne.soponis@gmail.com


 3 
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Ideas for Fall “Gooth Trips” (Getting-out-of-the-House)   
 
Marjorie Meriweather Post’s HILLWOOD 
Address: 4155 Linnean Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20008 
Open Tuesday through Sunday, 10 to 5 
 
October and November usually offer a lovely transition from summer to fall.  Hillwood Gardens and Café 
are possibilities for enjoying the last vestiges of flowers and plants and walks in the gardens. 
 
Guests at Hillwood are asked to make a donation if they’d like to tour the grounds, see the orchid 
greenhouse or visit the mansion.  If you are only interested in having lunch in the café (a short but very 
nice menu), there is no charge. One just needs to check in at the main desk (well located near the gift 
shop) at which time you can make your wishes known. 
 
Marianne Soponis has a few guest passes. If you have an interest, just let her know! 
(Marianne.soponis@gmail.com) or 202-363-5250 
 

 

 
15700 Darnestown Road 

Darnestown, MD 20874 

 

Thursday, November 9, 2023 

5 to 8 p.m. 
 

 

ART & JAZZ NIGHT 
Mark your calendars for an elegant night of art, jazz, and wine. In partnership with the 

Montgomery Art Association, Windridge hosts beautiful works of art for sale from local artists, 

photographers, and craftsmen. The newest collection is now on display and many of the artists will 

be on hand to mingle and speak about their works. Enjoy live music by Landon Paddock and local 

cuisine.  

*This is a free event but reservations are highly recommended.  If you are interested, please let 

Marianne Soponis know. We might be able to make a group “re-visit” to this lovely winery. 

mailto:Marianne.soponis@gmail.com
https://www.exploretock.com/windridgevineyards?tock_source=tock&tock_medium=search_nav
https://www.windridge.wine/
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PVS – BYOB (Bring Your Own Book) group 

 PVSers are still reading!  It's time to get ready to sit by the fire with a good book as the weather 

cools down.  We'd love to have you join us to chat about what we've been reading.  It's always 

interesting hearing what our friends enjoyed - or didn't.  See below our new rating system of 1 to 5 

stars for clarity about our recommendations.  See the info at the bottom to join in next time on 

Thursday, October 12th from 4 to 5 pm.  

Here’s what we discussed in September:  

Bonnie Sweeney, after her momentous move to Michigan, still had time to read "Mad Honey" by 

Jodi Picoult and Jennifer Finney Boylan.   Part murder story, part tale of personal growth, the novel 

centers on two women, one a beekeeper, who move to a small town to start new lives.  4* 

 

Marianne Soponis brought us the famous detective Easy Rollins in the crime novel "Blood Grove" 

by Walter Mosley.  Rollins takes the case of a white Viet Nam vet who fears he killed a black man 

in a fight while protecting a white woman.  Marianne particularly appreciated Mosley's descriptions 

of racially charged Los Angeles in the 1960s.  4* 

 

Karen Knopes recommends "The Summer Before the War" by Helen Simonson.  Simonson's story 

is set among the gentry in 1914 England as the country is on the brink of war.   Unfolding slowly 

and steadily like one by Jane Austen, the novel shows how society experiences the rise of feminism 

and the changes brought on by WWI.  4* 

 

Ellie Thayer has been reading and reading and reading the lengthy "Enlightenment Now" by 

Steven Pinker.  Pinker's premise is that the Age of Enlightenment is still with us as shown by the 

myriad improvements in the lives of most.  With numerous examples, Pinker says we should focus 

on the positives that continue and not feel demoralized nor that all positive progress has ended.  

4.5* 

 

Jan Marx listens regularly to books and recently focused on "Two Old Broads" by M.E. Hecht and 

Whoopi Goldberg.  Hecht is a well-known 90-year-old surgeon and expert on aging who opines on 

managing aging and what has made her and others manage the process so well.  Whoopi Goldberg 

shares authorship and provides her brand of amusing commentary. 3* 

 

Nancy McKinley read "The Great Believers" by Rebecca Makkai.  Makkai sets her novel in both 

Chicago's gay community during the worst of the AIDS epidemic in the 1980s and in Paris in 2015 

where a woman whose beloved brother died of AIDS is searching for her missing daughter.  Makkai 

weaves in historical characters and events in this affecting story.  4* 

 

The next BYOB Zoom call will be held on Thursday, October 12th from 4 to 5 pm. Let Nancy 

McKinley know at nancymckin@gmail.com or on 703 595 8375 if you'd like to join us or if 

you have questions or comments. 

 
🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃🎃
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SKI TALK 

Fall is officially here and that means that ski season is just 

around the corner!  Some ski areas have already seen their 

first snow of the season.  The Loveland Ski Resort in 

Colorado isn’t taking any chances and has already started 

the snowmaking process.  They are in a race with 

Arapahoe Basin to be the first to open up in late 

October/early November.  Time will tell who gets that 

honor. 

 

A solid snow year is predicted for the upcoming ski season 

in the Aspen/Snowmass area.  AspenWeather.net is predicting snowfall this winter that’s 15% 

above the average for local ski mountains.  Its meteorologist reports that a special “Modoki” El 

Niño phenomenon this winter will bode well for skiers.  (Modoki is Japanese word meaning 

similar, but different.)  Modoki El Niño winters have occurred five times since 1990. In those five 

years, Aspen has seen an average of 10% more snowfall than normal. The Modoki El Niños tend 

to drive the jet stream south of its usual course, pushing storms across central California and 

Colorado. So, there should be plenty of snow waiting for us in January. 

 

According to the Explore travel website Colorado has the best skiing in the U.S.  The nation's 

number one skiing destination is no surprise due to its immensely wondrous mountain ranges and 

ski resorts. The Rocky Mountains and plentiful snowfall create the perfect atmosphere for any 

skier's dream destination. 

 

Thinking about upgrading your ski equipment?  The Alpine Ski Shop has a Ski Swap on Oct. 21st 

& 22nd at the Sterling, Va location.  It’s an opportunity to swap gently used skis, snowboards, 

skates and/or ski jackets & pants for newer ones.  They do not accept goggles, helmets, broken 

or damaged equipment, straight skis or skis with obsolete bindings.  The drop off period is from 

Oct. 9 – 19.  If your equipment does get sold you will receive a store credit for the sales price to 

purchase any new equipment, clothing or accessories sold at the Alpine Ski Shop on Monday, 

Oct. 23rd.  For more information contact The Alpine Ski Shop at 703-444-7844. 

 

Reminders - Snowmass, Colorado Trip - Jan. 10-

17, 2024.  There are currently 5 rooms available.  

Final/Full payments are due ASAP.  Please see the 

flyer elsewhere in the TOOT.  BRSC Trips – If you 

are interested in other BRSC sanctioned ski trips visit 

skicouncil.com 

 

Kathy Lake 

http://skicouncil.com/
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Trip Details 

Once again, we will be staying at the Snowmass Mountain Chalet (SMC), which offers a 

convenient ski in, ski out location.  The “LAND ONLY” package includes:  transportation to and 

from Aspen airport; 5-day Senior (65 and older) lift pass (good for all four ski areas in the Aspen 

complex, free shuttle bus); 7 nights lodging (double occupancy); luggage handling; buffet 

breakfast, soup lunch, welcome reception, pizza party and farewell group dinner to celebrate our 

trip.  Additional nights at Snowmass are an option based on availability.   

Trip insurance is available through www.Encompasse.com and is highly recommended.   

 

The Basic Package price is based on 2 people per room.  We have 20 rooms reserved 

consisting of Standard and Deluxe, King and Queen/Queen rooms.  The Standard Rooms 

are on the 1st floor/ground level with no microwaves or coffee makers.  Deluxe Rooms are on 

floors 2-4.  See below for pricing.  Room preferences will be on a first come first serve basis. 
 

Costs:       Standard  Deluxe 

Basic Land Only Package (65 and older)  $2,210  $2,311 per person 

            Under 65           add $   128  $   128 

Single Supplement    add $1,502  $1,627 

Extra hotel night (pending availability) add $  TBD $  TBD per room per night 

         (varies - approx. $425) 

Non-skiers     deduct $   380  $   380 

Extra ski days (65 and older)   add $   116  $   116   6 day Senior pass 

      add $   199  $   199   7 day Senior pass   

            Under 65    add $   242  $   242   6 day pass 

Silver Pass (Age 70 and older)  add $   279  $   279 

 
Payment Schedule      

Full payment is due now (October 1st) with Application & Signed Waiver   

          

Checks should be made out to Kathy Lake and mailed to  

11677 Fox Glen Drive, Oakton VA  22124  

(put PVS Snowmass 2024 on the check memo line). 

 

Cancellation Policy:  The entire cost of the trip is non-refundable after October 31st. 
 

Kathy & Barry Lake are the trip leaders.  Feel free to contact us at 703-625-2715 or 

kathylakehomes@yahoo.co 

 

 

Potomac Valley Skiers 

2024 SNOWMASS, Colorado Ski Trip 
 

Wednesday - Wednesday 

January 10 – 17, 2024 

Potomac Valley Skiers 
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APPLICATION FORM 
Potomac Valley Skiers Trip to Snowmass, Colorado  January 10-17, 2024 

 

Name (List both names if a couple) as on your Official ID:  

 

___________________________________________________________Age 65 or older    Y     N 

 

___________________________________________________________Age 65 or older    Y    N 

 

Address:____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home phone: __________________________    Cell phone: _________________________________ 

 

Email: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Emergency Contact and 

Phone:______________________________________________________________________________ 

NOTE: Please let trip leader know of any special medical issues which may affect your trip.    

 

Roommate (if a separate person) - Official name as on ID: __________________________________ 

 

Bedding Preference (Pending Availability):   ____ 1 King or ____ 2 Queens ______ Deluxe or _____ Standard 

 

     Standard Deluxe Price 

Basic Snowmass Package (65 and older)    $2,210  $2,311 per person 

 Under 65     add $   128  $   128 

Single Supplement     add $1,502  $1,627  

Extra hotel night (Pending Availability)   add $ TBD  $ TBD per room/night 

Non-skiers      deduct $   380  $   380  

Extra ski days (65 and older)    add $   116  $   116   6 day Senior  

       add $   199  $   199   7 day Senior   

         Under 65     add $   242  $   242   6 day pass 

Silver Pass (70 & older skiing 8 or more days)  add $   279  $   279  

 

Please check all appropriate spaces:    Cost (will be filled in by trip leader): 

 

____ Basic package      _________________ 

   

____ Single supplement     _________________ 

 

____ Extra hotel nights     _________________ 

 

____ Non-skier      _________________ 

 

____ Extra day(s) of skiing ____days    _________________ 

 

____ Silver pass      _________________ 

 

Total price of trip        $________________ 

 

Additional nights at SMC:  yes____ no_______ if yes, what dates? ___________________________ 

 

Additional comments _________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Potomac Valley Skiers 
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WAIVER 

 

RELEASE, ASSUMPTION OF RISK, AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY AGREEMENT 

PERTAINING TO THE JANUARY 10-17, 2024 SKI TRIP to SNOWMASS, COLORADO 

(Potomac Valley Skiers) 

 

(1)  I acknowledge that there are inherent risks in the sport of skiing and other sports or 

activities in which I might participate during this trip, and in the process of traveling.  

There may be bodily injury, illness, accident, death, property loss or damage, and 

unanticipated additional costs or other economic losses.  I fully and willingly accept the 

responsibility and liability for all such risks, dangers, costs, and losses. 

 

(2)  I agree not to sue or hold responsible the trip leader, Potomac Valley Skiers, Inc. 

(hereafter PVS), its officers and members of the Executive Committee, or its members 

for:  (1) any accident, personal injury, illness, or death occurring to me or to any other 

trip participant, arising directly or indirectly from this trip; (2) any loss of deposit of 

payment, any other property or economic loss, or unanticipated additional costs, delay, 

or change of itinerary arising out of any action or inaction of any hotel, airline, tour 

operator, land transportation operator, or other entity or person providing services on 

this trip; and (3) any trip cancellation, delay, early termination or extension due to acts 

of God, forces of nature, or other force majeure events or situations.  I willingly and 

with full knowledge assume these risks. 

 

(3)  I understand and agree that the trip leaders, and the tour operators or agents with 

whom the trip leaders have contracted, have the right to substitute accommodations of 

similar or better quality, to change transportation arrangements and providers, and to 

modify other services.  In the event of such changes, no refund or credit will be provided 

if the accommodations, transportation, or services are of comparable or better quality 

and cover the same approximate time period. 

 

(4)  I agree that I am not entitled to a credit or refund for any included trip service that is 

not used by me. 

 

I have read and I fully understand this “Release, Assumption of Risk, and Waiver of 

Liability Agreement,” the final trip flyer, and the trip application, and I agree to all of the 

specified terms and conditions. 

 

Signature of Participant:  ________________________________________Date:  __________ 

 

Printed Name of Participant:  ________________________________________ 

 

 

Signature of Participant:  ________________________________________Date:  __________ 

 

Printed Name of Participant:  _______________________________________ 

 

 

Potomac Valley Skiers 
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MEMBERS’ CORNER 
By Salli Diakova 

Island Hopping in Greece 
 

 Our summer trip this year included Bulgaria and Greece.  

Typically, when it is too hot to think about skiing, I can only think 

about sinking my toes in the sea and enjoying a sandy beach.  

Regrettably, Nick is no beach aficionado and prefers the shade, as 

far from the sand as possible.  I've been promising him a mountain 

hike in Bulgaria for years, but somehow, the beach always wins.   

 Although lounging lazily in the sand, splashing in the sea, 

and feasting with friends in Bulgaria was great, this account will 

focus on our visit to Greece.  If and when the mountain hike in 

Bulgaria happens, I might outline that experience in a future TOOT. 

 Our Greek escapade began in sunny Crete, ready to spend a 

week with some of my high school friends who jetted in from 

Australia, Europe, and America.  Cheers to long-lasting friendships 

that cross continents!  We all stayed in the splendid house of one of 

these lovely friends and spent long hours chatting and laughing by 

the pool and enjoying the wonderful views from the house.  But 

Crete has much more to offer.  We enjoyed its picturesque villages, 

beautiful coastline and seas, and a menu that read like a culinary 

symphony.  And there are so many layers of history to appreciate.  

Don't even get me started on the artistry of the ancient craftsmen 

exhibited in the Archaeological Museum in Heraklion—it's a must-

see! 

 Next up was Athens.  The trip there turned out to be quite a wild ride!  We thought that Zeus himself had 

orchestrated our dramatic arrival.  Thunderstorms and torrential rain conspired to significantly delay our flight, 

and when we finally arrived close to midnight, a boat might have been more appropriate than the taxi navigating 

us to our hotel.  It was a scary taxi ride through rivers of water, but we survived!  Zeus continued his tricks on the 

following day as we walked soggy streets and slippery sidewalks, culminating in a visit to the Acropolis in a 

downpour.  But who says that travel can't be an adventure?  The following days arrived with glorious weather, 

and we enjoyed long strolls through old Athens, and a visit to the remarkable Acropolis Museum (another must-

see!).  Oh, and did I mention the Greek cuisine that perfectly fitted my pescatarian tastes and was accompanied 

by generous servings of ouzo and wine at 

charming tavernas? 

 The grand finale of our Greek journey was 

a boat and bike tour.  We had previously tackled 

similar adventures with the same company in 

Croatia (thanks, Rosemary, for your 

recommendation!). This year, the plan was to 

explore the Cyclades and Sardonic Islands, but 

Poseidon had a change of heart.  To avoid rough 

seas, we ended up pedaling our way through the 

Peloponnese Peninsula and the islands of 

Spetses, Poros, Hydra, and Aegina.  Our vessel, 

the Thalassa, was a beautiful three-masted 

Turkish Galette, and our shipmates included a 

merry crew of Canadian pilots, couples from 



 

 10 

Argentina and Germany, a Canadian-turned-Nashvillian, a 

Californian artist turned Canadian from British Columbia, 

and a New Yorker former dancer now residing in Montana.  

Among the seven pilots, four were women, including the first 

lady captain of Air Canada (who captained Boeing 777s, and 

found that to be far easier than jumping in the sea from the 

boat).  It was a vibrant, fun-loving group!  To top it off, we 

had an onboard chef who performed culinary magic.  Thank 

goodness for the calories we burned biking; otherwise, our 

added weight would have sunk the boat.  We pedaled roughly 

140 miles, taking in breathtaking vistas, charming villages, 

and, of course, more delicious food, with the occasional dip 

in the sea to cool off.  Full disclosure, Nick and I rode e-bikes, 

but we were not alone; in fact, after just one day, the only 

brave soul in our group who had chosen a regular bike joined 

the e-bike ranks, such was the terrain! 

 As we bid Greece adieu, we spent our final night in a 

sumptuous resort hotel, not too far from Athens' airport.  Our 

room came complete with its own little infinity pool, in 

addition to the resort's pool and beach by the sea.  A fitting 

farewell for the beach lover in our clan, wouldn't you say?  

Nick had his suspicions that my motive for booking this hotel 

wasn't its proximity to the airport but rather the allure of the 

beach.  Still, he did admit that a second night there would have been rather splendid.  Alas, our feline friends at 

home were eagerly awaiting our return, and the call to return 

was too strong to resist.  And after almost two months, 

stepping back into the comforts of home does feel good. 
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Status Report on PVS Biennial Membership Drive July 2023 – July 2025 
 

Greetings Membership!  

 

Well, the biennial membership drive has been in full swing now for a couple of months but has 

slowed down to a trickle over the past month or so.  

Perhaps that’s because there have been fun summer travels or other life-consuming events and 

distractions, I don’t know for sure.  But. now would be a good time to take care of business if you 

are still on the outstanding renewal list. 

For those who have not responded, you should have received the renewal emails and reminders, 

coming from Potomac Valley (PVSkiersmembership@gmail.com), at the email address you used 

for the last renewal and where you receive the monthly TOOTs.  There is only one Honorary 

Membership currently that no longer requires renewal, that being Suzanne Boisclair, who achieved 

that classification when she became a Centenarian.  

Currently we are standing at approximately a 70% renewal plateau, with 28 members outstanding 

and 2 members choosing not to renew. Looking forward to your continued renewals and 

participation in club events and trips. 

If for some reason this is the first time you are hearing or reading about this, please reach out to 

me (barry_lake@yahoo.com) or you can mail your form and/or membership payment made out to 

PVS ($20/person or $40 per couple) to Barry Lake, 11677 Fox Glen Dr., Oakton, VA 22124. 

Please provide any email updates and/or address changes along with the renewal. 

Barry Lake, Membership Records 

 

mailto:PVSkiersmembership@gmail.com
mailto:barry_lake@yahoo.com
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By Ellie Thayer 

Great New Job Opportunities 
 

I am announcing that I am retiring as TOOT coordinator in March 2024.  I have had a 14-year run 

and it has been fun,  I have worked with great people, and I’ve learned more than I’ve given, but 

it is time to pass the torch.  Also, Dave Warthen, one of TOOT’s three revolving layout editors, is 

retiring from his position at the same time.   

 

The club is looking for replacements for the TOOT coordinator and one layout editor.  To aid in 

the search, the following are brief descriptions of our responsibilities.  The TOOT coordinator 

starts the enterprise rolling by sending out a mid-month reminder, around the 15th of the month, to 

all those who are known to be contributing articles.  Other contributors may follow.  The reminder 

sets forth a final due date for articles to be sent to the coordinator, i.e., four days from the last day 

of the month (including a count of the last day).  As an article arrives, the coordinator reviews it 

and edits it, if appropriate, and sends it to the designated layout editor for the month.  Within the 

last four-day period, the layout editor works his or her magic (see below) and returns a draft TOOT 

to the coordinator for a final review.  The final TOOT goes to Dave Warthen for a final review as 

he readies it for uploading to the website.  When all is in good shape, it is sent to Barry Lake who 

distributes it electronically to the members on the 1st of the month.   

 

There are presently three layout editors who are on a regular monthly rotation.  Two editors are 

responsible for four months each and one is responsible for three months and possibly an August 

supplement, if there is one.  (In recent years, we have not issued an August supplement and any 

needed news is sent by an e-blast by Barry.)  A layout editor’s basic responsibility is to take the 

draft documents, photographs, and selected supplementary art and formatting the whole into an 

attractive and enticing product using MSWord and then converting the resulting product into a pdf 

for distribution to the membership.  While not particularly complicated, the process requires a 

modicum of skill to insert photographs into text, add annotations to photographs when needed, 

determine appropriate pagination, occasionally format tables and text boxes and, finally, reduce 

file size without losing presentation quality.  

 

For anyone interested in the position of TOOT coordinator or layout editor, or simply want more 

information, please contact both Ellie Thayer and Cara Jablon at ellie.thayer@yahoo.com and  

rcjablon@aol.com 

  

mailto:ellie.thayer@yahoo.com
mailto:rcjablon@aol.com
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Calendar  
Oct 08 Sun   Meeting – 1:00 pm, Nossuli’s home, Potomac, MD, see page 1 & 2 

Oct 12 Thur   BYOB (Bring Your Own Book) Zoom at 4:00 p.m., N. McKinley, see pg 4  

Dec 16 Sat  Holiday Party at the home of  Bob & Cara Jablon, 1:00 PM, Washington DC 
 
Ski Trips:  

 
 
 
Snowmass January 10 -17, 2024: Kathy and Barry Lake  

 

 

 
ExCom Officers, Board 

Members, and Chairpersons 
 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Useful Ski “Links”  

Potomac Valley Skiers 

BRSC Sanctioned Trips  

DC Ski Online News 

 

 

Reminder:  It is club policy that contact information in the club’s roster not be used for 

promoting personal business, for advertising, or for personal financial gain without the 

advance permission of the individual member to be contacted.  Membership contact 

information shall not be distributed outside PVS.  

 

Officers: 

President – Cara Jablon 
Vice Pres – Bob Jablon 

Secretary – Ellie Thayer 
Treasurer – Dick Schwartzbard 

Ex Officio – Barry Lake  

Board Members: 
First Term 2022-2024: 

Salli Diakova 
Kathy Lake 

Don Vierimaa 

Second Term 2023-2025: 
Bob Knopes 

Inge Lesjak 

Rosemary Schwartzbard 

Chairpersons: 

Events – Marianne Soponis 
Membership Records – Barry Lake 

Ski Trip Coordinator – Kathy Lake  
 

TOOT Coordinator – Ellie Thayer 

TOOT Layout Editors – Jan Marx, Kerry Hines 
& Dave Warthen 

TOOT (E-Distribution) – Barry Lake 
 

Webmaster – Mary Ellena Ward 

 
Meeting Records – Sue Lyon 

 

Historian – Jan Marx 

http://pvskiers.org/
http://skicouncil.com/
https://www.dcski.com/

	ART & JAZZ NIGHT
	Mark your calendars for an elegant night of art, jazz, and wine. In partnership with the Montgomery Art Association, Windridge hosts beautiful works of art for sale from local artists, photographers, and craftsmen. The newest collection is now on disp...
	*This is a free event but reservations are highly recommended.  If you are interested, please let Marianne Soponis know. We might be able to make a group “re-visit” to this lovely winery.

